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COW POCK, OR VACCINATION. 


l 


His MAIEST y has been graciously pleased, in compliance with an Address from the House of Commons, to direct his Royal College 
of Physicians of London to inquire into the State of Vaccine Inoculation in the United Kingdom ; and to report their Opinion and 
Observalions on that Practice, and upon the Evidence in its Favor, and why it has not been as yet generally adopled. 


T he Royal College of Physicians, in obedience to his Majesty's Commands, have made a dil igent and impartial Examination of the 
Subject. T hey have collected Information from the other Physicians, and also from Surgeons and others in the United Kingdom ; 
and.with Full and complete Evidence before them, made their Report to His Majesty, from which the — is an Extract. 


1. V Gn appears to be in general perfectly safe. The disease 
occasioned by it is slight; and it seldom prevents those under it, from 
following their ordinary occupations. 


2. It possesses material advantages over [noculation for the SMAaLL-Pox; 
which, though productive of a disease which is in general mild, yet some 


times causes alarming symptoms, and is in a few cases fatal. | 


9. The security derived from Yaccination against the Small Por. if not 
absolutely perfect, is as nearly so as can perhaps be expected from any 
human discovery. 


4 There are not nearly so many FAILURES, in a given number of 
Paccinated persons. as there are pra rus in an equal number of — 
— Ban? Fre: 


frequently | 


1 VACCINATION does less mischief to the vw and /ess 
gives rise to other diseases, than the Small Por, either natural or inoculated. 


6. In its mildness, its safety, and its consequences, persons may ak 
for the peculiar advantages of Vaccination. It Spraads no inſection, and 
can be communicated only by Inoculation. 


7. The NATURAL S211 Pox has been supposed to destroy a siætb part 
of all who take it; and even by inoculation for the Small Pox, where it 


has been general in parishes and towns, about one in goo has usually died. * | 


8. Though Inocul arion for the Small Poz, has been a benefit to the 
persons inoculated, yet it appears to have kept up a constant source of 
contagion ; SC Co 


9. 83 does not spread any infection ; but while it is a pro- | 


tection to the person vaccinated, it is not prejudicial to the public. 


10. At first almost all that were vaccinated, were afterwards inocula:ed 
for the Small Por; many underwent this operation a second, and even a 
third time; and the uniForRM SUCCEss of these trials quickly inspired a 
confidence in this new discovery. 


11. Towns and districts of the country, in which Vaccination had been 
general, have afterwards had the Small Poz on all sides of them, without 
the inhabitants suffering from the contagion. 


12. Many of the Physicians and others, who have communicated ther 
observations to the College of Physicians, state that at first they though: 
unfavorably of the practice, but that now ExpxRIENcE has removed all their 
doubts. 


Published by the Society for the Poor, and to be had gratis at Hatchard's, 
Piccadilly, by any of the Members of the Society. 


13. The College have, therefore, thought it their duty to inquire par- 
ticularly, upon what foundation the persons who object to Vaccination, 
rest their opinions, and to learn from them the nature of their objections. 


14. Upon this inquiry, they have found that those who opposed Vaccl- 
NATION had had no experience on the subject; and that the facts they 
produced were either misunderslood by them, or were mtsrepreented. 


15. The opinion that Vaccixariovn affords only a temporary security) 
against the Small pox, is not Supported by reason, nor by the facts whic! 
have hitherto occurred. 


16. Although the experience of VaccixE Ixocvl Ar iox be only of a few 
years ; yet the Cow Poz, which has been contracted by the milxers of 
cows in some districts, has been long enough knov'n, to ascertain that 
the security which it affords — the Small Poz contagion, is not lessened 


by time 


17. It has been said of VAcc1NnaATION, that it produces new diseases. 


But no proofs have ever been produced of any such thing having happened; 


and the College, after a diligent inquiry, believe such assertions to have 


been, either the inventions of designing, or the mistakes of ignorant men. 


18. PusBLicaTions with prints and representations of new diseases, of a 
frightful and monstrous appearance, have been of late widely circuiated ; 


and, though they originate either iN GRoss 16NORANCE, OR IN WILFUL 


MISREPRESENTATION, yet they have lessened the confidence of my per- 


sons, in the safety and security of Vacemarion. 


19. It need not however be Nn that such mis representations 
will prevent the progress of Vaccination; for, as soon as the public shall 
2222 —— these gross misrepresentations will 


excite contempt, and not fear. 


20. When the number, the respectability, the disinterestedness, and the 


extensive experience of the FRIENDS To VACCINATION, are compared with 


the feeble and imperfect testimonies of its few opposers; and when it is 


considered that many, who were once adverse to Vaccination, have been 


convinced of its usefulness by further trials, and are now to be ranked 
among its warmest supporters, the TRUTH Seems to be established, as 
firmly as the nature of such a question will admit. 


21. The public may reasonably look forward to the time, when ALL 
OPPOSITION To VACCINATION shall cease, and the general concurrence of 
mankind shall at length be able to put an end to the ravages at least, if 


not to the existence, of the SMALL Pox. 
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